How to Write a Letter to the Editor

Taking the time to write a letter to the Editor of local and major newspapers is VERY important for the continued protection of the mourning dove in Michigan! Letters are our most effective method of reaching other concerned citizens quickly and calling them to action. In addition, the media uses public opinion and concerns to determine ideas for future news articles.
Suggestions on getting your opinion letter printed:

1) Letters may be hand delivered, mailed, or email is accepted for most newspapers. 

2) Most Editors prefer opinion letters that are 200 words or less.

3) Editors want to know what YOU think and how YOU feel in YOUR words.

4) Get your point across quickly, briefly, and clearly state your opinion and/or reasons for opposing mourning dove shooting in Michigan (see Facts, News, and Your Comments page for ideas).

5) You may wish to gratefully thank or sharply criticize (not insult or attack) your Legislator for their position on this issue.

6) Thank you for your consideration or Respectfully submitted is always a nice closing to the Editor. 

7) Include your name, address, and phone numbers for verification purposes - Required! 

8) Include a title to your name if you have one (i.e. RN, PhD, MD, PC). 

9) You've just taken the time to write your opinion letter, now send it to at least three Michigan newspapers.

10) Select which newspapers you would like your letter to be published and address and send it to each paper separately. Your area community newspapers are as important as the major newspapers. Remember, many newspapers will print your opinion letter even if you do not live in their area.

