I Found A Baby Dove
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Now What?
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How to Rescue a Baby Dove

After determining that human intervention is necessary, follow these simple suggestions:

1) Prepare container w/lid and air holes: a clean cardboard box, shoebox, paper sack, or pet carrier. 

2) Place clean T-shirt, paper towels, or a cloth towel - with no strings or loops - on the bottom and sides of the container - form in the shape of a shallow nest. Place tissue or Kleenex on top of “nest” for comfort and easy cleaning.

3) Gently pick up the baby dove and place it in the container.

4) Place HALF of the container on a heating pad, set on LOW – important: not too warm! Temperature should be around 85 degrees in the box if dove is a nestling [photo 1 & 2]. Fledglings and pre-fledged nestlings [photo 3 & 4] do not need an artificial heat source. 

5) Place container in a warm quiet location.

6) Do not attempt to feed or water.

7) Keep children and pets away to reduce stress.

8) Wash your hands before and after contact with the dove.

9) Get the dove to a licensed reputable wildlife rehabilitator or facility as soon as possible!
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Call a Licensed


Wildlife Rehabilitator





YES





Does the Dove Appear Injured or Sick?


Bleeding


 Attacked by Cat/Dog


Weak /Lethargic/Unresponsive


Uneven Drooping Wings


Head Trauma/Swelling/Unbalanced


Difficulty Breathing











Does the dove


have feathers?


[see key below]





NO













































































Feather Photo Key
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3) Pre-fledged Nestling





�


4) Young Fledglings





�


2) Partially Feathered Nestlings





�


1) Naked/Downy Nestling





Mourning Doves build loose platform nests that are flimsy and can fall in rough winds. If you find a baby dove on the ground, follow these simple suggestions to help determine the best path to follow.





The best place for a baby dove is with its parents!





Licensed wildlife rehabilitators (individuals, wildlife veterinarians, or university wildlife rehabilitation programs) can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wildlifecare.org" ��www.wildlifecare.org� or you may call your state wildlife agency for a complete listing in your area.





See page 2 for suggestions on how to rescue a baby dove in need of help. 





Note: All baby birds require knowledgeable care and have specific nutritional needs in order to be healthy and successfully fledge...experience is required!





Situations and factors vary, if you have questions or are unclear as to what to do, please feel free to contact us at help@savethedoves.org











Feather Photo Key





The mourning dove is protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.





A special permit is required to “keep” migratory birds in captivity.
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1) Naked/Downy Nestling





�


4) Young Fledglings





�


3) Pre-fledged Nestling





�


2) Partially Feathered Nestlings NNestlings





Baby is OK





YES





Baby is OK





Call a Wildlife Rehabilitator





Baby is OK





Call a Wildlife Rehabilitator





NO








Place dove in nearby “cover” (bushes, or on limb of tree).





Watch from a distance.


Are parents nearby?





NO





YES





NO





It’s a Fledgling


Normal Behavior:


Hopping or sitting on ground,


Parents visit and feed.





Is baby safe from cats, 


dogs, people?





Baby is OK





Call a Wildlife Rehabilitator





NO





YES





YES





Put baby in substitute nest and observe from a distance.





Are parents visiting nest?





Place baby back in original nest.





Are the parents visiting nest?





YES





Construct a Substitute Nest





Use a flat platform or basket, line with the old nest material or dried grass (NOT green grass) and secure in original or nearby tree or flat elevated surface.





NO





It’s a Nestling 


and needs help!





Can you find the nest?


Is the nest in tact?





NO





YES








